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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2007-999
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: September 25, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: F; RCD
Date of Analysis: September 28, 2007
Type of Action: Authorization for Permits
Bill Summary: This ordinance authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute twenty-one offshore artificial reef permits between the Army Corps of Engineers and the City of Jacksonville.  The legislation provides for City oversight by the Department of Parks, Recreation, Entertainment and Conservation.
Background Information: Artificial reefs are a popular off-shore undertaking that many Florida communities promote and maintain to promote the fishing industry and to attract tourism.  An artificial reef program was initiated off the Jacksonville coast as far back as 1959.  In the 1980s a volunteer, non-profit group spear-headed the drive to build more artificial reefs to enhance fishing and stimulate tourism.   Permits for artificial reefs were suspended during the Delaney administration.  A moratorium on artificial reef construction was imposed in 2000-2001 owing to concerns that were raised concerning whether or not County was adequately overseeing the construction of artificial reefs.  Concerns regarding liability were raised.  When the permits expired in 1995, the Delaney administration opted not to seek any further permits until the liability concerns were addressed.
Policy Impact: Parks, Recreation, Entertainment and Conservation Department; Fishing
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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